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EXECUTIVE D I R E C T O R -  MIKE GORMAN 

September 4, 1964 

Mrs. Albert  D. Lasker 
c/o Ri tz  Hotel  
15 Place Vendome 
Pa r i s  
FRANCE 

Dear Mary: 

W e  f i n a l l y  won t h e  b a t t l e  about t h e  cancer con t r ac t  program and 
i t s  s p e c i f i c  review by t h e  Nat ional  Cancer Advisory Council. 
t h a t  s e c t i o n  of M r .  Fogarty’s  remarks on t h e  conference r epor t  which 
i n d i c a t e  h i s  very c l e a r  and s t rong  f ee l ings  on t h e  subjec t .  

I enclose 

The r e a l l y  important po in t  i n  t h e  whole business  i s  t h a t  t h e  N I H  
fought t h i s  s p e c i f i c  language a l l  t h e  way. 
out  some of t h e  roadblocks which had t o  be hurdled: 

A b r i e f  chronology w i l l  po in t  

-t 1. Due t o  i l l n e s s ,  Senator H i l l  w a s  not  a t  t h e  f u l l  Senate 
Appropriations Committee mark-up. D r .  Endicot t  had go t t en  t o  Mr. Downey 
s o  t h a t  t h e  language H i l l  had agreed t o  on research  con t r ac t s  w a s  
‘*inadvertently” dropped from t h e  Senate r epor t .  This caused m e  con- 
s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  dea l ing  wi th  M r .  Fogarty,  s ince  John kept  br inging 
up t h e  po in t  t h a t  t h e  con t r ac t  language w a s  i n  t h e  Senate r e p o r t  a year 
ago but not  i n  i t  t h i s  year .  

2. When t h e  House-Senate conferees  m e t  on Wednesday, September 
Znd, M r .  Fogarty presented s t rong  language on Council review of research  
con t r ac t s  f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  t h e  conference r epor t .  Mr. Laird  immediately 
objected,  po in t ing  out  t h a t  he had ta lked  t o  D r .  Endicot t  and t h a t  
Endicot t  had assured him t h a t  a l l  con t r ac t  plans were being reviewed by 
t h e  Council. Since Senator H i l l  w a s  no t  a b l e  t o  be a t  the  conference 
meeting, Fogarty had no support  on t h e  Senate s i d e  and he had t o  drop 
t h e  language. 

3.  After  t h e  conference meeting, Fogarty w a s  understandabl ready 
t o  drop t h e  whole matter, bu t  I made one f i n a l  a t tempt .  I sugges ? ed t h a t  
he reques t  D r .  Shannon t o  s p e l l  out  j u s t  how t h e s e  research  con t r ac t s  were 
being reviewed. Shannon w a s  s t i l l  on vacat ion,  s o  Dr .  Sessoms provided 
t h e  information. I enclose a copy of h i s  le t ter  because i t  r e a l l y  gave m e  
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Purpose: Through-a broad educational campaign, to create public understanding and 
support of the IO.-Point Bi l l  of Rights for the mentally ill adoeted by the 1954 
National Governor‘s Conference on Mental Health. Yo convince the American people 
to actively support federal, state and local preventive mental health programs empha- 
sizing research, training and expanded clinic and community services designed to 
treat and cure mental illness in i t s  early stages. 
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the  opening I needed. On page two it  claimed t h a t  program p l a n s  f o r  r e sea rch  
c o n t r a c t s  were reviewed by t h e  Council, but i t  made no claim as t o  _individual 
contrac_t,proposals. Fogarty and I now agreed t h a t  w e  had some ammunition t o  t a k e  
'to M r  . Laird.  

4. Thursday, September 3rd,  w a s  an unbel ievable  day of marching up t h e  H i l l  
and down again,  u n t i l  t h e  language w a s  f i n a l l y  agreed upon. On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
Sessoms le t te r ,  I drew up some rev i sed  cancer c o n t r a c t  language f o r  t h e  conference 
r e p o r t .  The most important p a r t  of t h e  language w a s  t h e  l a s t  sentence which re- 
q u i r e s  t h e  National Cancer I n s t i t u t e  t o  make a r e p o r t  on t h e  review of r e sea rch  
c o n t r a c t s  a f t e r  each meeting of t h e  Council during f i s c a l  1965. Fogarty thought 
t h i s  was a l i t t l e  s t rong ,  b u t  I argued t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  essence of t h e  proposal. 
Fogarty then c a l l e d  Bob Moyer i n  and he  objected t o  t h e  last  sentence.  More argu- 
ment and then Moyer suggested t h a t  D r .  Shannon, who had come back t o  town, be 
checked on the  whole matter. 
i t  turned out t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  matter he wanted t o  d i scuss  with him. Fogarty then 
t a lked  t o  Shannon on the  phone and Shannon argued vehemently a g a i n s t  t h e  research 
c o n t r a c t  language w e  proposed. He contended t h a t  t h e  l a w  w e  c i t e d  covered only 
r e sea rch  g ran t s  and t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  counsel of HEW had given h i s  opinion t h a t  re- 
search c o n t r a c t s  would not  have t o  fol low t h e  same procedure. 
impressed with t h e  argument, bu t  w e  had one more hu rd le  -- Mr. Laird.  

Shannon had been t r y i n g  t o  g e t  Fogarty a l l  day and 

Fogarty wasn't  

5. M r .  Fogarty i n v i t e d  M r .  Laird over t o  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  a d r ink  about 6 p.m. 
After  some p leasan t ,  i r r e l e v a n t  conversat ion,  he  c a s u a l l y  handed La i rd  a copy of 
t h e  r ev i sed  r e sea rch  c o n t r a c t  language. M r .  Laird s a i d  he could no t  buy i t ,  and 
he r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of both D r s .  Endicot t  and Shannon on t h e  matter. 
Fogarty then began t o  work him over very s k i l l f u l l y ,  while  supplying him w i t h  
appropr i a t e  a l c o h o l i c  refreshments.  F ina l ly ,  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  8 p.m., La i rd  s a i d  
he had t o  go home andAweary of t h e  whole argument, he s a i d  it was a l l  r i g h t  f o r  
M r .  Fogarty t o  inc lude  t h e  suggested research c o n t r a c t  language. 

I review t h i s  chronology i n d e t a i l  f o r  only one reason -- i t  i s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  
v i v i d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  kind of b a t t l e  w e  have t o  conduct t o  g e t  t h e  N I H  t o  merely 
do what t h e  Congress wants i t  t o  do. The arrogance of Endicot t  and Shannon i s  
t r u l y  amazing i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  episodeland t h a t  very arrogance f i n a l l y  turned M r .  
Fogarty a g a i n s t  them. This i s  one p o s i t i v e  dividend of t h e  48 hours of agony and 
suspense -- M r .  Fogarty w i l l  now t ake  a much harder  look a t  t h e  way Congressional 
d i r e c t i v e s  are implemented. 

It r e a l l y  a l l  adds up t o  what w e  have been saying f o r  a long t i m e  -- w e  need 
new l eade r sh ip  tops ide  a t  HEW which w i l l  see t h a t  t h e  N I H  carries 
out t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  Executive and L e g i s l a t i v e  branches. 

One f i n a l  note:  Dr. Farber and you now h a v e , i n  t h i s  r e sea rch  c o n t r a c t  language, 
a r ea l  c lub  over D r .  End ico t t ' s  head. 
g r e a t  abandon. r 

I suggest t h a t  you use it f r e e l y  and wi th  - 
Cord ia l ly  , 

Mike Gorman 

Encls. 


